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the existing system some heads of revenue such as
opium, salt, customs, mint, railways, and post and
telegraphs are credited wholesale to the Govern-
ment of India, while others like law and police and
education are retained by the Local Government, a
third class like land revenue, excise, stamps, income
tax, forests and irrigation being divided between
the supreme and subordinate administrations. The
general view of the Commission is that Provincial
Governments should eventually be given inde-
pendent sources of revenue and certain separate
powers of taxation, and that the continuance of the
present system of, what are called in British politics,
doles should not connote any further increase of
control by the Government which grants over the
Government which receives.

No orders have yet been passed upon this very
able report, the preparation of which eloquently
testifies to the earnestness and completeness of the
elaborate inquiries made in all the chief centres in
India. It would astonish the easy critics of what
they call autocratic and bureaucratic administration
to learn what searching investigations are made,
what infinite variety of opinions, what volumes of
evidence from every conceivable quarter are col-
lected, before the Government of India proceeds
to legislate or to forge reforms for introduction, or,
as in this case, for submission to the Secretary of
State in Council for consideration, before orders are